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Mr. President, 
 
Thank you for giving me the floor. 
 
We align ourselves with the statement delivered by South Africa on behalf of the Group of 
77 and would like to share some additional points in our national capacity. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
My delegation is hopeful that United Nations' second decade for the eradication of poverty 
will also be its last.  
 
If that is too ambitious to imagine, we do hope that with a new path-breaking development 
agenda with the central objective of ending poverty once and for all, our fight against 
poverty and hunger has entered a decisive and final phase.  
 
We hope it will lead to a world where no one will have to undergo a life without dignity, no 
child will be hungry and no one will remain homeless.   
 
Mr. President, 
 
The report of the Secretary General correctly notes the considerable progress we have 
made in alleviating poverty. Yet the reality is stark. 
 
Without going into statistical details and the measurements, the fact is that as we speak, 
over a billion people, twice the combined population of Europe live a life of absolute 
poverty; some 805 million are chronically undernourished, i.e. they do not have enough to 
eat to lead a healthy life; over 1.5 billion lack access to essential medicines; nearly 1 billion 
lack access to safe drinking water and 2.6 billion to improved sanitation; 1.6 billion lack 
access to adequate shelter and 100 million are homeless; 1.3 billion are without access to 
electricity and 2.6 billion rely on biomass for their cooking needs. 
 
If these numbers are not alarming enough, research suggests that at least a third of human 
deaths annually, almost 18 million can be attributed to poverty related causes. 
 
What is even more glaring is the alarming level of inequity within this global picture of 
deprivation. 
 



Research suggests that the gap in life expectancy between low income and high income 
countries is almost 16 years for men and 19 years for women. This means a person in a 
poor developing country lives 15-20 years less than a person in a rich developed country. 
Child mortality rates in low income countries are 20 times higher than in high income 
countries. In fact, almost 15% of the population in developing countries is under-nourished. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
With these dismal numbers making our reality, our leaders were visionary when they 
declared on September 25th this year, that there can be no sustainable development as 
long as poverty and hunger persist. 
 
We hope that under the new development agenda, we will attack the problem of poverty 
more directly, with all our resources and with all our imagination.  
 
We can do so by keeping this overarching objective at the centre of our deliberations and at 
the front of all our actions. We can do so by attaching equal importance to all the SDGs.  
 
More importantly, we can do so by ensuring growth as our primary policy objective. 
 
Our experience under the MDGs is clear witness that poverty will be reduced when there is 
robust and sustained inclusive economic growth in developing countries, when developing 
countries build infrastructure, when they enhance industrialization and innovation in their 
economies, and when they invest to generate jobs and resources and promote social 
inclusion. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
We will also help the fight against poverty if we address the problem of climate change and 
environmental degradation consistent with the principle of equity.  
 
The urgent imperative of 'going green' should not mean hundreds of millions ‘going poor’ 
or ‘going hungry’, millions ‘going homeless’ or millions of children condemned to a 
permanent state of poverty. 
 
The poor of the world need fair access to their share of the world's resources, of its 
environmental space, of its consumption. International cooperation on finding a solution to 
issues such as climate change must ensure that the burden of the problem does not fall on 
those who contributed least to it but who still bear its heaviest burden. 
 
In conclusion Mr. President, we are hopeful that the new development agenda with 
poverty eradication as its overarching objective will be able to drive global efforts with a 
unity of purpose and clarity of action in order to make a lasting dent on this greatest global 
challenge and bestow a life of dignity to every human being on the planet. 
I thank you. 
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